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Many dollars meant for the war in 

Afghanistan ended up in bank accounts 
in Switzerland and Dubai. 

To where will we trace the bounty of 
the Ukrainian grift? 

This war could end tomorrow if we 
pursue negotiation, but Biden refuses. 
Not only do we arm the Ukrainian 
military, we pay their politicians’ sala-
ries. The $113 billion in aid included 
funding of the Ukrainian Government. 

We can and must push for peace. You 
don’t really hear that from many peo-
ple these days with the exception of 
President Trump. Trump is right to 
recognize that we are on the brink of 
world war III and that immediate ac-
tion for peace is necessary to stop dis-
aster. 

Unfortunately, there is a bipartisan 
coalition working to continue the war. 
When Elon Musk proposed a peace 
plan, Nikki Haley attacked him saying 
that we ‘‘shouldn’t push our weight on 
them.’’ 

This is, of course, nonsense. We have 
pushed billions of dollars on them. We 
can simultaneously pressure North 
Korea and China from supplying Rus-
sia, and we ought to do so. 

f 

WALL STREET-BEIJING AXIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, the 
Chinese Communist Party obviously 
believes that they can invade Amer-
ica’s airspace deliberately, notoriously, 
and without serious consequences. 
They even believe—and this shows 
their hubris and their gall—that they 
can announce that they reserve the 
right to retaliate against America for 
shooting down their spy balloon. 

Do you know what, Madam Speaker? 
After 26 years in this House, I would 

say that the Chinese Communist Party 
is probably right. They did it. They hit 
us, and they can probably get away 
with it because the two parties will 
compete about who can scream the 
greatest invective toward Beijing, and 
then the two parties will attack each 
other saying: Well, what did President 
Trump do? And what did President 
Biden do? 

In the end, we will have nothing but 
bruised, partisan vocal cords. 

I have seen for 26 years the Beijing- 
Wall Street axis control our policy to-
ward China. 

Now this is just a balloon, but it is on 
top of two enormous problems with 
China. One is the lopsided trade rela-
tionship where they prohibit us from 
exporting to them and impose higher 
tariffs on us than we impose on them. 

The second was the obfuscation and 
lack of cooperation of China when 
COVID arose on their territory. 

But we probably will not have mean-
ingful retaliation for those great harms 
and the most recent one because Wall 
Street has been in control of this 
House since the day in the year 2000 

when we granted most-favored-nation 
status to Beijing and let them into the 
World Trade Organization. Before that, 
China was an annoyance and a slum-
bering giant. Since then, the Chinese 
Communist Party has done untold 
damage to our people, to their people, 
and, of course, to our economy and na-
tional security. 

There are two things Wall Street will 
not let us do and two things China 
would actually try to avoid, and that is 
dealing with Taiwan and trade. 

So I have three proposals. I will look 
forward to working with anyone on ei-
ther side of the aisle to turn this into 
good legislation. 

First, Congress should provide that 
we automatically allow Taiwan to buy 
certain defense items and that we act 
expeditiously at the congressional 
level without waiting for the adminis-
tration to allow the Seahawk heli-
copters and other necessary defense 
items to go to Taiwan. 

Second—and this arises from my 
years as chairman of the Investor Pro-
tection, Entrepreneurship, and Capital 
Markets Subcommittee—we need to re-
quire all major corporations to dis-
close, as a risk factor to their inves-
tors, how they would be affected by an 
end of the U.S.-China economic rela-
tionship or major impediment to it. 

Investors deserve the information, 
and we need corporations to compete 
for capital by showing that they have 
made themselves more resilient. If our 
companies are more resilient, then our 
economy is more resilient. 

Third, we need to provide that we im-
mediately end most-favored-nation sta-
tus to China if they blockade or invade 
Taiwan. This has to be immediate, cer-
tain, and known in Beijing before they 
launch their invasion, and it is not im-
mediate and it is certain unless we pro-
vide no executive branch waiver. 

Finally, a fourth proposal, and that 
is we need to provide an immediate 20 
percent tariff on all Chinese goods if 
they retaliate against us for imple-
menting any of those first three pro-
posals. If they retaliate against that 
retaliation, then we have to be ready 
to go beyond that. 

We can act. We can act with regard 
to Taiwan, we can act with regard to 
trade, and we can act with regard to a 
country that has built the most lop-
sided trading relationship in the his-
tory of international trade and whose 
actions have turned the industrial Mid-
west into what we now refer to as the 
Rust Belt which has led to a decline in 
real wages for those without a college 
education for over 25 years leading to 
fentanyl and a host of other problems. 

So we can act. 
The question is: Can we overcome the 

Wall Street-Beijing axis? 
Can we deal with the partisanship 

here, or will this balloon just go over 
our heads and lead, once again, to par-
tisan vituperation? 

HONORING MICHAEL WEINSTOCK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. SANTOS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SANTOS. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to honor a former volun-
teer firefighter who was at Ground 
Zero on 9/11, Michael Weinstock. He 
was an assistant district attorney in 
Brooklyn’s special victim’s bureau and 
a volunteer firefighter and EMT. 

On the morning of 9/11, Michael wit-
nessed the black smoke billowing out 
of the World Trade Center. Without 
thought, he voluntarily rode with first 
responders to help in any way he could. 
Michael had been unloading medical 
equipment out of an ambulance when 
the South Tower crumbled and nearly 
crushed Michael to death. 

Today, Michael suffers from a painful 
and incurable disease: neuropathy. 

Michael has been a strong advocate 
for neuropathy to be covered by the 
World Trade Center Health Program. 
Neuropathy is a medical condition that 
results in damage to the nerves outside 
the brain and spinal cord. Those who 
suffer from neuropathy experience 
weakness and numbness which typi-
cally occurs in the hands or feet. This 
can be incredibly painful and debili-
tating, and many are unable to live 
normal lives. This is also known as the 
suicide disease due to limited effective 
treatments and the fact that there is 
no cure. 

Studies from the International Jour-
nal of Environmental Research and 
Public Health have linked neuropathy 
with the 9/11 dust. The data from the 
2019 study found that nearly 10,000 fire-
fighters and emergency medical work-
ers were exposed to toxins at the World 
Trade Center. 

The World Trade Center Health Pro-
gram covered conditions categories in-
clude: acute and traumatic injuries, 
airway and digestive disorders, can-
cers, and mental health conditions, to 
name a few. 

In 2016, the World Trade Center 
Health Program was petitioned to add 
peripheral neuropathy to its list of cov-
ered conditions, which it declined to 
do. In 2017, an FDNY responder again 
petitioned the program to add periph-
eral neuropathy to its covered condi-
tions list. Unfortunately, the World 
Trade Center Health Program declined 
to update its list a second time citing 
insufficient evidence. 

Michael’s story is one of many that 
have yet to be told to a wider audience. 
This issue goes beyond the political 
pale of Republican versus Democrat. As 
a Member of the 118th Congress, I will 
use this opportunity to raise awareness 
of what the men and women who suffer 
from this debilitating disease are going 
through due to the exposure of the tox-
ins from the World Trade Center. 

Since the World Trade Center Health 
Program does not cover neuropathy, 
people like Michael must pay out of 
pocket for treatment, medication, and 
other medical needs. 
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